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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muek and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear tt in aland of Heotors, 

T hieres, super cargees, sharpers, and directors.—Por®, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Stuck Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 





A Lay SERMON.—FUNERAL OF THE LATE KING. 


The grave —where cen the creat find rest, 
And peaceful sleep the oppressor and the opprest. 


Respected friend, 

This day 1s appointed for the performance of 
the funeral rites, over the lifeless body of the departed King: 
All the parade of grief will be exhibited; and, amongst the 
mourners, there may be found some few sorrowing—if not for 
the King, at least for themselves. Affection seldom weeps 
uver departec royalty. It is a situation which almost ever de- 
stroys the natural feelings. The attempt to draw a line of dis- 
unction between man and man, has a necessary tendency to des 
stroy all the relative sympathy of humanity towards human be- 
ings. The attempt to raise a King above the human standard, 
always fails; and to create any distance between the monarch 
and his subjects, the latter must be debased, since the former 


canmot be exalted. Thus, as a celebrated writer of this coun- 
Vox. IV. No. 6, 
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try finely observes, “The savaces fall down betore the idols 
which they cannot raise in any other manner above themselves.” 
When kings could keep their state entirely out of the reach of 
vu/gar curiosity ; or when the ignorance of the multitude ren. 
dered them unable to appreciate the real value of the pageants 
tiat strutted before them, there was enough of an imposing na. 
ture in the splendour of a court, to call forth iaplicit obedi. 
ence from the gaping and wondering crowd. But since reason 
has multiplied her votaries, and kings have been called into 
tle common business of life, all greatness seems to have vauish- 
ed from the earth. The race of demi-gads, and extraordinary 
heroes is lost for ever; and what ability remains in the world, 
has taken refuge among the “ lower orders,” from whence, in 
fact, it always sprung; and from whence, when trausplapted, 1; 
yas only removed to fade. 

The people of ihis country have never evinced any extradr- 
dinary partiality for monarchs. Nor is it wonderful that. they 
should have held them in constant jealousy, since the monarchy 
originated in conquest, and was at first a most frightful ty- 
ranny, desolating the country, and substituting a wilderness of 
the wild beasts, for the habitations of men. This conquest was 
occasioned by the wickedness or weakness of the great and 
noble, and respectable, of that day. Harold, the elected ruler 
of the people, a man wortliy of elevated rank by the possession 
of ability to discharge its important duties, fell in the first battle 
with the invaders—a troop of French adventurers from Nor- 
mardy, who, by this event, put the chief of the banditti in 
possession of the throne of Lnyland! A kingdom won in a 
day would have been a miracle even in Japan. The ignorant 
slaves of that island would have made a more resolute struggle 
against a forevrn tyrant! But England was betrayed. ‘The nobles 
were only anxious to secure their possessions, and they were 
ready to sell the liberties of their country to secure them. ‘The 
clergy stipulated for their own safety ; and the people were bar- 
tered like a host of slaves in exchange for promises never meant 
fo be kept towards these respectable ranks of society, Thus, 
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iu a week, was a destructive despotism established, against 
which future generations have struggled for ages. 

A popular monarch has sometimes overcome thie prejudices 
against the ostgin of his authority ; but there still remains 


enough of the leaven of the conquest to keep up a consiant jea- 
tousy ot the abuse ef power. Monarchy in Britaia is like the 
sea in Holand, whieh, though restrained by Ganks that are 
deeined swittcient to contine its furv, citea breaks through the 
too feeble barriers, when lashed into more than usual inpetuo- 
sity, or When the artifecal dejonecs are neglected to be pro- 
perly secured. 

Yet there is even, in this country, a great veneration profcss- 
ed for royalty, by those who in reality feel none whatever. 
This eceneration is a sort of fashion, which every one who 
moves in the fashionable circles is expected to adopt. It means 
nothing. It is nothing. The most loyal, are those who are best 
paid. The most indifierent, are those who receive the least ; 
and those who pay, without receiving, think royalty a good 
thing, because they have been told so, and because they do not 
very Well know what itis; when a prince is born they are told 
to rejoice, and they reyoice—that is, they make bonfires, they 
get diunk, they ring bells, they give their apprentices holidays, 
and are doyally delighted, in due form. Whena king dies, 
they are told to be sorry, and they are sorry:—that is, they 
put on black, they look as grave as they can, they crowd to the 
exhibition of lying in state, they shut up their shops on the day 
of the funeral, lament that the best monarch that ever Aas been 
is called to heaven; and run directly away to skout at the 
coronation of che best king that ever wild be. The revolation 
of time proceeds, and the next generation repeats the sanie 
loyal comedy, when it pleases providence to summon another 
king from time to eternity. The world will never be out of 
its swaddiing clothes. Lawyers and bonzes must continue to 
nurse generation after generation, from the cradle to the grave, 
to the end of days. It must, however, be allowed, that if kings 


are rarely Joved, it is almost as rarely thagthey are hated ia this 
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country. ‘Phe system is so disguised; and indeed eo little of its 
mischief is now to be directly traced to the monarch, that any 
personal distaste to him.can only amount to dislike. He is not the 
general souree of good, orevil. Little results from hun, per- 
sonally, and itis often a matter of necessity, not choice, 
that the [title is performed. A superior authority even to 
the monarch, has crept ito the monarchy, and dictates to both 
the king and people. It is fortunate for the reputation of the 
deceased monarch, that this is the case; for it would have been 
for him awful indeed, had he descended to the grave with the 
responsibility of all the disasters of his reign upon his head. 
Had this been the case, never would mortal have appeared at 
the bar of the Ommipotent, with sucha statement of destructive 
mischance. 

‘The imagination shudders at the account which must be 
reudered by some parties of the hornd waste of blood, that has 
marked the last half-century, in consequence of the tatal coun- 
ceils of the British cabinet. Both the new, and the old world 
have been deluged with British blood. The shores of the 
four quarters of the globe have been bleached with the bones - 
of British warriors; and the depths of every sea have been 
the tomb of thousands of the bravest sons of Britain. This 
prodigal waste of life, this wantonness of slaughter, will not 
pass unnoticed at the highest tribunal; and it is fortunate the 
deceased king was NOT an absolute monarch --not the dictator 
and originator of the measures, which have cost the living so 
much, besides the price of life to the myriads prematurely de- 
prived of its biessings. 

There could be no wetter cure for a despotic disposition, 
than the reflection that at the tribunal of heaven, the cause of 
evil shall be punished for the evil. Kings who order their sub- 
jects to certain death, in pursuit of an unnecessary, or an un- 
justifiable object, are responsible, at least to heaven, for all the 
blood so unnecessarily spilt. Every tyrant who has wantoned 
in the destruction of life, will be accounted a murderer, at the 
throne of the Eternal: and it is happy, I repeat, for those whe 
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have reigned during such periods as the last half century, that 
they were not abselute monarchs—that they cannot be cen- 
sidered as personally responsible for the carnage which has 
taken place. Where the responsibility will be placed—at 
whese hands an account will be demanded—and on whose 
hands an account will be demanded—and on whose heads the 
awful retribution will be visited, it is net for me to determine. 
But certain it is, that the responsibility does exist —that 
an account will be demanded—that the awful retribution will 
rest somewhere. To the diving the misery of the departed may 
be considered of but little moment ; but the judge of the dead 
and the living will not suffer his creatures, the Icast. of whom in 
his eye, isof as much importance as the greatest among us, to 
be uselessly sacrificed, without the vengeance due to his 
offended justice. When the slaughtered myriads arise, and 
plead their sufferings, their wrongs, their death, as victims at 
the altar of ambition or interest, how will the avents of their 
miseries tremble! How will the bigh and unghty, whose nod 
was fate below, shrink from the sentence that on high awaits on 
them! How happy then will be the spirit: of the monarch who 
can truly say:-—‘* These errors are uot mine, [ held only a 
« delegated power. 1 have followed the direction of my people, 
“and not impelled them to destruction. f have not 


© stimulated their prejudices into hatred, nor played upon their 


es 


errors to their ruin, The sceptre I held was pointed as they 
“ directed ; and whatever errors may be imine, towards them 
“am T guiltless.” Such, by the theory of this system, 1s the 
situation of a king of England. The law declares he can do no 
wrong, and it declares him free from responsibility. And if 
his conduct square with the theory under which he reigas, 
there is no doubt, but that the earthly plea will be considered 
good in heaven. But if he influences his council against their 
better reason—if he tempts his advisers from the path of duty 
by allwwements which their virtue cannot withstan!—if he em- 
pioys the prejudices which he cught to remove, to urge lis 


— os os ee ae e- ee ess 
beupe ty the precipice of guilt aud ruin, thea is he a partici- 
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pator in the crime, and wail not be able to shuthe off the respon. , 
sibility that awaits him, upon the shoulders of his advisers.--- 
Surely then a king should pause. before he proceeds to sanc- 
tion measures that lead to war—to the crimmal slaughter of nis 
subjects, if the war be unjustfiable---and to the probable ruin 
of the nation, by a profligate exnenditure, aud an Improvident 
anticioation of the resources of tufure eves. 

That the late monarch was the mistaken party to the destruc- 
tive wars which oceupied nearly the whole of his lengthened 
reign, is beyond question; but it may be believed, that his 
personal share inthe measures were really conscientious—that he 
was misled, and deceived---that his want of information, and not 
‘his will consented.” But his reign will still remain an awful! 
lesson to his successors, not likely to be soon forgotten, as its 
disastrous resulfs will hang upon the eflorts of the nation through 
‘long futurity, ino sudden change emancipate the country 
from their pressure, perhaps to encounter more lamentable evils 
—an event too probable, as the consequence of the system so 
fatally pursued 

Iiad I been appointed to marshal the tuneral procession of 
the dep trted monarch, I would have endeavoured to have 
nlaced the moral lesson which his reign was calculated to aflord, 
inthe most forcible ponit of view. L would not have taken 
mourners from among those who have any reason to rejoice : 
nor exhibited the mimicry of anguish by those who have no 
cause to complain, TP would have had real mourners to fill up 
the ranks of the procession ; and so extensively has the national 
misery prevailed, that ] could have furnished out an army, to 
follow his corpse to the grave. ‘The sufferers by the system 
are the parties who should have performed his funeral obse- 
quies.. ‘Those whom the measures which he sanctioned have 
crushed even to the earth, sheuld have followed bis body to 
the grave in sackeloth and ashes. Then might a national fast 
have beeu proclaimed, and heaven invoked in inercy to remove 
the eilects of misrule, by enlightening his successor, and guid- 

ing himinthe path which mey lead to the prosperity of the 
people, 
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Deputations from the vaitous distressed branches of the ma- 
nutactures of the land :—1trom the ruined agriculture :—from 
ihe distressed ecommerce, which in vai endeavours to rear its 
head against the oppressive weight of taxation :—from the 
neglected and pennyless seamen, who, after unheard of priva- 
tions in the defence of their country, are refused even the right 
fo beg through the realms they have saved. These would be 
mourners worthy of the occasion ; aud they might be followed 
by that countless host of paupers, which the system has made, 
without the possibility of designating them by any specitic 
name; such as small annuitants, little shopkeepers, small far- 
mers, chamber masters, and the various grades between the 
day labourer and the most opulent imerchant, who have be- 
come poor they know not how,and are miserable they know not 
wherefore. Then after the close of the tuneral service, whilethe 
heartwas yetaiive (o iis sorrows, when pature was triumphant, and 
cars more eraceful than ail the dignity of rank, were trickling 
down the check of the new monarch, Jet the mournfal group 
cather reund tim, tell him their sad story, their wretched state 

lay biave to hit the effects of the glittering canker which is 
both wuacev, and unfe/t, at Court, whie i gnaws the vitals of 


ihe nation. "Then would he fee? his duty, and would need no 
prompier to urge him to. its cischarge, ile would discover 
tliat the road to happiness was by rendering others bappy—the 
Way to greatness by the concuest of all pe vsoual vanitie-—-and 
e path fo eu dies reputation, was to interest the aficction of 


his pi opie, ii tac grandeur of his name. 1 some happy genius 
af the ege could but discover ‘ome mode of enabling the truth 


v 
to reach ald cars, aud the extent of the misery of the nation to 


he placed before aff eyes, the remedy woukl ‘be half effected. 
Rut while dreés/t is deemed drcason, and honesty want of de- 
vrwiy there is no hope of any alleviation to the public sorrows, 
The people must coutinue to bear, and the phidosopher to la- 
emt, what should, and what might easily be redressed. Dun 
geous WH stil open for the independent, and puvishment be 
awarded to the virtuous. Matters will grow Worse——reason 
wil be fo-tentirely m1 the confict with famme—and then—but 
vidiat dvalis it fo predict what no one will believe ? My paper 
extiausied, aad E remain, 


Thy friend aud well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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PREDICTIONS OF THE LATE BISHO? OF LLANDAFPB, 





In a Sermon — before the University of Cambridge, 
May 29, 17 70, by the late Bishop of Ll andaff, are the follow. 
ing striking remarks :— 

“It iy possible that the very small part of the subjects of this 
mighty empire, with which the right of electing a representation 
for the whole is at present lodyed, may become so corrupted 
and abandoned in their choice, as to elevate to that high dis. 
tinction men of arbitrary principles or of ruined fortunes, and 
fitted for every species of political prostitution ; it is possible 
that a majority of such a representation may betray their trust 
and may sacrifice their honeur to their imterests ; may become 
poor through luxury, and profligate through poverty. It is 
possible that a system of reciproca! corruption may take place 
between a bad minister and such a venal representation, that he 
may bribe them with the public money; and that they may 
profusely grant him the public money in order to share in the 
plunder of the people. It is possible that from an increase of 
commerce and an extension of empire, the influence of the 
crown may be so far enlarged as to enable any minister to lay 
an undue bias upon the judginent of individuals in both houses - 
of parliament by distributing among them cither private pen- 
sions, or the lucrative employments _ of public trust: fear may 
compel some, gratitude may induce others, if not to support, 
at least to acquiesce in measures which they do not approve; 
and an interested expectation may operate generally to the same 
end. It is possible, under such circumstances, the constitution 
may be gradually undermined, and the great fabric ef civil li 
barty finally subverted by the formality of the law, and by the 
immediate agency of the very power destined to support it. 

Ft is possible, lastly, that the a of the people mistaking 
the forms and shadows of the constitution for its substance and 
reality, may not be sensible of iin danger, til they are bound 
down to the carth under the pressure o£ taxes; may not be 
roused from theirJethargy, till they are fretted and valled Dv 
the chains of slavery: thea however at last we are persuaded 
they will not degenevate from the blood of their ancestors, but 
with united hauds and hearts drag forth to condign punish: 
ment the most pestilent of all traiters—tlie traitors agaist the 
Constitution and comuion safety. 

“Whenever this melancholy scene shall take place among 
us, that the legislative and executive authority shall, though not 
in name and appearance, yet in effect and reality become 
united in the same person, (at the distant prospect of which 
every iriend of sg mast shudder with horror) government 
will not want wen to support its pretersions with the shadow 
uf reasomag.” 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
ce 
From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 
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AMAZING IMPROVEMENT IN THE ARTS—PROPOSAL FOR 
Brazen Ruters—Cast [Ron STATESMEN—BOROUGH- 
MONGERS IN BrRoNZE, AND L&GISLATORS IN LEAD. 


wee eee 


Can such things be ? 


Respected Friend, 

This laud, ainid a host of beings, which it would dis- 
vrace the barrenness of Siberia to have produeed, sometimes 
brings tortha man worthy of the best days of Greece and 
Rome. ff mi ixke not, Lam about to introduce to thy ad- 
sniration a veaius who in afier ages will rank with the Lockes, 
the Boyles and Newtons of this far-famed island. I cannot, in- 
deed, inform thee of his name, for with the characteristic modesty 
of splendid ability, he has eoncealed it, for the present. But 
ys the tree is known by its fruit, so will his genius be discovered 
by its brilliance aad utility. He promises to confer upon this 
country 2 most inestimable benefit—one that shall be effectual 
in its nature, and permanent in its effects. He has applied to 
me, anonymousiy, to make his proposals to the public, by 
whom they will, or, at least, they ouglit to be rapterously ap- 
plauded. I cannot, indeed, believe any thing, but that his 
fortune is made; and that his equipage will soon be the most 
conspicuous among those of the fashionable world. I anticipate 
the erection of statues to his memory, when fate shall call him 
from this subluuary world. Poets will be proud to adorn their 
stanzas with his fame; and historians will hand down his 
memory to after ages, as the best practical political economist 
thatever lived, IT shall with more brevity enable thee te conr- 
prehend the extent und value of his proposals, by transmitting 
thee a copy of fiis | 

You. IV, No. &. 
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CARD To JOHN BULL. 

T.R. Ironand brass-founder, begs leave toinform Mr. JoHN 
Buu, that he has made considerable improvements in, and 
large additions, to his foundry, and engaged a number of able 
and experienced workmen, as green and dry sand moulders, 
&e. He therefore most humbly solicits the kind patronage of 
Mr. Bull, and flatters himself that he will be able to supply the 
finest and most durable politicians and statesmen of all sorts, 
in brass, bronze, or iron, very far preferable to the painted 
wooden things now in common use. 

As Mr. Bull deals largely in such articles, T. R. will make a 
considerable reduction in price, in consideration of the guantity 
that may be ordered, He has already finished for inspection a 
beautiful brass Castlereagh, in the finest oratorical attitude, 
taken in the delivery of that eloquent appeal to the honourable 
house, to vote for him, ‘““for the sake of ALMIGHTY Gop!” 
The back of this statesman in brass is beautifully “ turned upon 
himself.” His ‘ fundamental features,” ase “ standing pro- 
strate” before him! and it would be quite impossible to dis- 
tinguish the mage from the great original, except that it would 
never cail at the treasury for its salary ! He has also finished, 
in bronze, au excellent secretary for the Aome department, with 
the whites of the cyes exquisitely turned up, and a contour of 
such amezing sanctity, that a celebrated country comedian 
took it for a study of Dr. Cantweil. An extensive assortment 
of irons, and similar inplements of government are attached 
to the figure, aud if taken at the price offered, a leaden Oliver 
will be given into the bargain. 

A composition Canning, cast ina very ornamental style, is in 
uand,to complete the group of SPECIMENS, which may be had 
on trial, and returned, if uot found toanuswer. Several very good 
models of Lord Chancellors and Chancellors of the Exche- 
quer in copper, are now in preparation, and may be put up in 
their places, ata few Gays notice. A set of Judges may be 
had in amonth, who will never delay justice, by leaving the 
bench, as they will be warranted to sit for more than half a 
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century, with the ordinary care of the sweepers and dusters of 
the court. They will be perfectly teflerrdle, and, if required, 
always upright; and will be beyond the reach of any court 
influence, besides costing nothing beyoad the original expence. 
To save the trouble ef moving them on circult cases, T. R. pro 
poses to make one for each connty, which may then be a fix 
ture, and keep open court during the whole of the year. A set 
of Counsellors, in lead, for each court, will be but little addi- 
tional expence, as they can be cast upon the models of the 
aforesaid, with a degree less of gravity, and a proportionate 
addition of impertinence, and vivacity. T. R. has no objection 
to complete the courts witli clients in clay, lawyers in broaze, 
hailiffs in cast iron, and handsome clerks in plaster of Paris, on 
the most reasonable terms. 


rw 


At the ensuing election, T. R. proposes to suyply counties, 
cities, boroughs, and other places privileged to return mem- 
bers, with proper veyresentaiives, upon avy model that may 


} 
' 


be required, ‘Phey may be had either in Tory iron, Whig 
brass, courtly bronze, legai lead, or coalition compositions ; 
and will be warranted never to neglect their business, by fre- 
quenting nunts, or ramblaug about the Continent :—they will 
never be absent trom indisposition, nor ever pair off before 
the House rises, to visit courtezans, or gaming tables. PVeres 
will be properly attached to them, to be padled by the minis- 


terial, or opposition leaders, us circumstances may require ; 
and they will be also placed upon castors, for the convenience 
of a division, A bag for receiving petitions will be fastened 
under the arm of each representative, with a hole at the bot- 
tom, that they may be put ender the fable, without any 


trouble, 

Bludceon-inen, commitice-men, standard-bearers, and all 
the customary electionecring agents, moulded in wax, for aay 
party, at very low prices. 

After these proposals to serve the state, T. R. fears it would 
} . oe — . , ‘ . ‘ 
ye cousidered a species of infidelity, if he were to omit an 
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offer to assist the caurcd ina sionlar way. He does not pre- 
tend to be able to manufacture any thing guife so excelleut as 


‘ 


the present dench of Briskeps; but when the Heaven which they 
love so well, has called them fiom the troubles ef this life, 
T. R. contident!y trusts that he will be able to provide very ex- 
cellent successors, in chaste bronze, with a due mixture of fea- 
den pliability, tor the peculiar purposes of tlie administration. 
He wil! charge nothing additional for the usual insignia of of- 
fice, and will make copies at half price, for the convenience of 
local distrtets, who may chuse te have their superiors always 
mattendance. Prebends, deans, minor dignitaries viears, cu- 
rates, and parish cleris, made on tke construction of musieal 
watches, ean be afforded particularly cheap; and they will be 
warranted not tu bring any actions for tythe pigs or first fruits. 
For particularly excellent churchmen, such as the Manchester 
parson, Hay, lu the best bronze, or highly polished brass, a 
trifling addition to the price must be eharged, from the dith- 
culty of making a churchman to sucha model! Bat if more 
than one shonkd be wanied, (a thing not likelyto happen) a 
proper discount will be made. 

T. R. has also to-ofer to the pubhe, at a very moderate 
price, a beach of won inagistrates with a chairman ia brass, 
very well calculated for districts in which large meetings ave ex. 
pected ; as they will takeno move hurt, ifaccideatally “ trampled 
under foot,’ 


3 


than the Manchester magistrates, UNKNOWN. 
from whom they have been carefully modelled, A troop of 
tron special cunstables ts ready for immediate employment, 
with a stake at the back of each to prevent their being thrown 
down by the yeomanry cavatru, when oidered to charge the 
people, an aceident which anfortunate/y happened at Man- 
chester. “TP. R.will shortly have completed a fine troop of 
brazen yeomanry, with proper fastenings, to keep them on 
their horses, until somebody knocks them off ;—niuch mischief 
having happened at Manchester, froin the yeomanry mot wait 
sng tove knocked off, but tumbling of their owa accord, by 


which some loval szweral constables, having the thinnest s kulls 
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suffered estrenicly. Coroners, and crown witbesses, very 
cheap, for apy purpose, may be had m dead, at an hours 
nehice, 

Sut the master-piece of the art of FP. R. is an article, for 
witich, however, there is no need im this country. But to re- 
publics, TV. R. offers an admirable model of a monarch in gilt 
brass, complete at all points, manufactured ready crowned, to 
save the expence of a coronation, and in ful! robes of state, with 
a globe and sceptre in his hands, As the maanfacivrer unier- 
stands that the United States of America have experienced 
great distress of late, Sinel: everw one knows uot be for the 


want of a king, he offers one which is exept from all the 
failings that sometimes attach themselves to rovaliy. "PLR. does 
not pretend that will actually do much good, but it possesses 
the invaluable quality of not being able to do any harm, 
which can be said of no king that ever was crowned, except his 


late Majesty of blessed memory; nor any that ewe / 


de crowned, 
save only George the Fourth, whom Cod preserve. “PL R’s 
brass king, has also other valuable qualities. It will be found 
temperate, perfectly chaste, of the most domestic nature 
imaginable, durable, and of the least expensive habits. Et 


to 


will look well for ages, aud be a perfect model of dignity 
ris subjects. ftwill have no farerifes, nor countenance any 
peculation, du short, it would be endless to enumerate the 
decifed advantages it would possess. The embryo Republics 
hy South America will do weil to provide theinselves with 
coptes of this invaluable model; and for fear of accidents, a 
dupheate might be purchased; and kept ina safe place to be 
wounted upon the pedestal, na the event of any disaster to the 
original.” —-Fil-—e —t--r York.—Feb. 10. 

such, my fiend, ts the address forsarded to me by this 
Inuentous mechaue; aad I hope he will be properly encou- 
raged. Lill myself bespeak of him an Emperor of Japan, 


45 L understand fate has not bicssed thy master with any legiti- 


J 
"ye? ~ * } e c ; 3 4 em te ae a4 ‘ Pa aN 
Innate descendants. li uy alters tian Of tne Oval costume has 
a0 L$ . , r. renee . - ‘ee . : *s? P 
taken place, since my departure from that island, | pray thee 
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to inform me, that I may obtain a perfect copy of the most 
gracious emperor, in his robes of state, as it would be indecorous 
to have a monarch cast in the nudity of human nature. I haye 
some thoughts also of treating the natives with a brass Yellow 
Bonze, that thou mayest be honorably succeeded by a resem. 
blauce of thyself, which will endure to the end of time. Send 
me therefore a statement of the posture which thy votaries 
almire the most, and in which thy great idol principally 
delighteth, and the Englisy mechanist shall immortalize thee by 
a successor that shall outlive the Jewish Methusalah. As the 
great idol is of gold, fis officiating ministers will be very appro- 
priately formed of brass; and ina few years we niay ll that 
the civil and religious authorities of the East, will be harmless, 
if not beneficial. 

Thy triend and well-wisher 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





SCOTCH LAW NOT MUCH BETTER THAN MAN- 


TVR cryyEyt> Co Vf hh, 
CHESTER JUSTICE. 





Que of the best men in Scetland, Mr. Kinloch of Kinloch, 
has been compelled to secure his a liberty, by eile from 
his native country, upon a charge of sedition, founded on his 
manly condemnation of the buses which his persecutors well 
know to exist, and to be as abominable os he desertbed thein. 
Other instances hiave occurred at Edinburgh, where persons 
who have been guilty of zo crime, have fled trom the accusa- 
dion, under a conviction that irnocence is no safety, where the 
courts are in the hands of the agents of the system. At Glas- 
gow, the sae species of interested persecution is on foot as 
the following paragraph informs us:— 

‘¢ Guascow, Feb. 8. — Yesterday Messrs, D. Potter and A 
“ M‘Cullum, booksellers, were taken before the Sheriff, charged 
** with selling seditious books ; and, after undergoing an exami- 
** nation, were both committed to an A considerable quantity 
‘* of books, among which were the Black Dwarf, the Manches- 
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‘¢ ter Observer, the Republican, the Spirit of the Union, the Black 
‘ Book, Dolby’s Parliamentary Register, Cobbett’s Political Re- 
‘‘ gister, the Peterloo Massacre, Paine’s Rights of Man, Age of 
‘* Reason, Common Sense, and his other works, were carried 
‘* off by the officers. A precognition is going on before the 
‘¢ Sheriff.” 

There cannot be a greater burlesque upon the plainest com- 
mon sense, than that the minions of office should thus select 
men who are merely following their profession, as the objects 
of persecution, while the known ‘authors of the dreaded publi- 
cations bid deiiance to those who aare accuse them of a viola- 
tion of the laws. A bookseller is a mere medium of communi- 
cation. Where he publishes anonymously, he ought to be 
amenable for what he publishes. But were he only sells what 
has not been legally declared criminal, he 13 guiltless of 
any offence. It is not his business to read books, or to exa- 
mine their contents, but to sell them. He has a right to con7 
clude that works published and not prosecuted in London, by 
those who are so well paid for official prosecutions, are deemed 
Savulnerable by those censors of the press, officers which the 
Attorney and Solicitor-Generals are both in law, and fact. 
There is besides i the Scotch proceedings a close imitation of 
the Bourbon practice in Franee, There they seize books be- 
fore process is had; but even there they do not attack the mere 
agents of publication. ‘They are candid enough to attack the 
principal publisher, the leadiag mediums of publication; but 
in Scetland, the claws of power seize upon any one within 
their reach—no matier whether guilty, or not guilty—or if 
guilty, whether intentionally, or accidentally so. We are not 
aware of the nature of Scotch law; but we cannot conceive 
that any law could sanction such conduct, The practice may be 
supported by force, but it has no reason to recommend it : and 
it assimilates too closely to Manchester law, where the offenders 
siton the bench, and the victims are placed at the bar of 
justice ! | 


In behalf of the L/ack Dwarf, we bid defiance to any charge 
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of sedition that may be advanced against it. Whoever, ot 
whatever, dares to advance such a charge, advances a PALS#- 
Hoop, of which we dare him to proof. We love our country 
as well, and respect its laws as muchas any sycophant in office, 
either in England, or in Scotland ; and whether slandered from 
the bench, or at the bar, or in the House of Lords and Com- 
mons, where we have been slandered, we throw down to such 
cowardly and unmanly assailants the gauntlet of defiance :— 
which, instead of taking up, they meanly seek a petty revenge 
upon those whom they know to be innocent, because they hope 


' ? 
t 


to find them defeuceless. “Ehat the descendants of the stern 
followers of Bruce and Waliace should be subject to such in- 
dignities, is oue of the signs of the tines, that lead us to lament 
the fatuity of the boroughbmongers, who should concea? their 
tyranny if they intend it should be dasting. Will these perse- 


cutions blind the eyes of Scotland to the mockery of their 


Burgh elections? Willit tend to stay the progress ef enquiry,. 


whenit is seen that the enquiry is dreaded by the apes in office to 
the toolsof power? Willthe system under which the honest Kir: 
loch could not live in safety, be more beloved ? Will the harsh 
administration of corrupted law make its severity more re- 
spected ? These things it would be ridiculous to expect in any 
country; and, more than all, in Scotland, where the talent 
and information of its natives, are as conspicuous as their 
proneness to deeds of bold enterprize, and manly daring? The 
spirit of Caledonia will not be bound. “in retten parchment 


bonds, and inky chains.” Free as the alr that sports upon the 


sumuut of its heath-crowned hills, it will mock the efforts of 


the boroughmongers to fetter it tn their shachles. “a he fiat has 
gone torth—that this age shall secure its freedom. ‘Phe spiry 
of truth bas been comnussioned from the Throne of the Eter- 
nal to make this proclamation; and the words avill be made 
good. Courage and knowledge wiil emancipate: the world. 
The first has long acknowledged Britain as its native home ; 


and hnowledge has now made it the land of her adoptien, 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. IV. 


anes. eee oo oe 





‘My Masters of Misrule ! I have a crow to pluck with you,” 
O.p Pray 


$4. By our constitution, the only lecal method we have of 
"ii dicat iny our rights end privileges against the encroachments 
sSambitious ministers is, by par! liament : the only way we have 
of reciifyinga weak or wic ked administration is, by parliament 5 


the only effectual way we have of bringing high aud powerful 


criminals to condign ars ishment, is by parliament. Sut if it 
ever should come to be in the power of the administration to 
have a maj ority of this house dene: nding upon the crown, or to 
get a miajerity of such men returned, as the representative of 
the people, the parliament will then stand us in no stead; it cau 
auswer none of these great purposes. ‘Phe whole nation may 
be convinced of the weakness or the wickedness of those in the 
administration, und yet it may be out of the nation’s power 
(ia a tezal sense) to get the fools turned out, or the knaves 
banged. This inisfortune, Sir, can be brought upon us by 
nothing but by b ribery and corruption, and therefore there 
nothing we ousht to guard more against.—Sir W. Wyndham’s 
Debate on the Reneal of t the Septennial Act, 1734. 





35. Mr. Hooke (the historian, who died in 1673) used to 
say there were three reasons w hy a main would choose to live in 
England ; liberty, liberty, liberty !—Spence’s Anecdotes. 


Ee aeinendicned 


In perusing the history of ancient or modern times, the 
cobnection which has always taken place between religion 
and legislation, must strike every attentive reader. This union 
is supposed to be of # peculiar nature ; and while, in our own 
country, the grave divine celebrates it as an alliance between 
church and state, the jolly toper no less religiously fills up the 
bumper to * Church and King? The latter character means 
no disrespect to his sovereign by making him give place to an 
uustitution esteemed sacred by the vulgar: but the former, la- 
mentiog the loss of ancient splendour, is willing to retain, as 
lung as possible, this last vestige of ecclesiastical power. 

Seventeen centuries ago, the chi urch, creeping on the ground, 
bowed its head to the au thority of Cxsar: within three centu- 
ries after, we find her in the embraces of a warlike emperor. 
The harlot soon learned to tread on the necks of kings; and, 
drenched with the blood of saints and martyrs, obtained uni- 
versal empire. Our ancestors groaned under her iron yoke— 


the iui of their industry was carried away to feed her pam- 
V of, lV; . Keo 6, , 






























126 THE BLACK DWARF. 


pered appetite, and to satiate her luxurious paramours. Tiie 
island was completely devoted to her Just :—but vice 1s never 
secure in its seat; it has no stable hold: the same capricious 
and inordinate passions which tempt men to forsake the first 
object of their bethrothed love, lead them soon to cast away in 
disgust the loathsome prostitute. To capricious and inordinate 
passion, we are indebted for deliverance from the harlot’s 
power. She can no longer free the subject from his allegiance, 
nor compel the monarch to accept the crown at the footstool of 
her throne. Her superiority is gone; and Protestant divines 
should beware of applying those terms to a political institution 
of this country, which must involve them in all the guilt of anti- 
christian usurpation. —William Frend, M. .4.* Peaee and 
Union recommended, &e. 1793. 





37 Political power, I take to be a right of making Jaws with 
penalties of death, and consequently all less penalties, tor the 
regulating and preserving of property ; and of employing the 
force of the community im the execution of such laws, and in 
the defence of the commonwealth from foreign injury: and ai! 
this only for the public good.—John Locke's Two Treatises 
on Government, 1090. 


38. It is humiliating to contemplate what has often been the 
course in such a state of things, where a few plaasibie 
maxims have been mixed up with many depraved principles.; — 
how love of ease, under a plea of prudence, insensibly recon- 
ciled itself to the yoke of oppression ;—how self-interest, 
pleading state-expediency, took the cameleon-hue of every 
plant on which it was accustomed to feed ;—how simplicity 
and love of truth, taught the fruitlessness of opposition, were 
lost amid the glitter of distinctions and accommodations to 
fashion ;—how state policy, mistaking its own tricks and shifts 
jor wisdom, delivered out its cabula for oracles ;—singularity 
hecame a crime, intolerance a virtue; genius and eloquence, 
from too much modesty or too little principle, became ad- 
vocates for imbecility of talent and palpable contradictions ;. — 
while piety, too credulous, made a duty of subjection,—and 





_—— oa + ++ - ee 


* Mr. Frend was expelled from the University of Cambridge, by 
the sage and sensitive rulers of that body, for the publication of 
this pamphlet. ‘ As it wasin the begianing, is now, and ever shal! 
be.’—-Whenever a man dares, in the honesty and iutegrity of his na- 
ture to think for himself, and to express his thoughts, (said 
thoughts contravening, existing, dominant opinions,) straight. 
way is he thrust into the mortar of bigotry or tyranny, and pound- 
ed as long as bigutry or tyranny can wield the pestle.—N, 
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hypocrisy, growing less scrupulous, did not think it necessary 
even to wear a mask-—George Dyer, B. A. Preface to 3d 
Edition of his Four Letters on the English Constitution, 
7817. 


°9. Slaverv is 50 vile and miserable an estate of man, and so 
directly opposite to the generous temper and courage of our 
nation, that it is hardly to be conceived that an Englishman, 
much less a gentieman, should plead tor it. And truly I should 
have taken Sir Robert Filmer’s Patriarcha®,as any other treatise 
which would persuade all men that they are slaves and 
ought to be so, for such another exercise of wit as was lis 
who wrote the encomium of Nero, rather than for a sericus 
discourse, had not the gravity of the title and epistle, the 
frontispiece, and the applause that followed it, required me to 
believe that the author and publisher were both in earnest. 1 
therefore took it into my hands with all the expectation, and 
read it through with all the attention, due to a treatise that 
made such a noise at its coming abroad, and cannot but contess 
myself much surprised that in a book, which was to provide 
chains for all mankind, I should find nothing but 2 rope oj 
sand ; useful to such, perhaps, whose skill and business it 33 fo 
raise a dust, and would blind the people the better to mislead 
them; but in truth not of anv foree to draw those into bond- 
age, who have their eves open and so much sense as to con- 
sider, that chains are but an ilil-wearing, how much care soever 
hath been taken to file and polish them.—Jehn Lecke’s Two 
frealises on Government, 16990. 


> ew 


44). The trite argument, that this is not the fime to reform. 
ean no longer have any weiglit on the minds of Englishon nu. 
tt has been repeated ta periods of public commotion and the 
profoundest peace. The natural indolence of man may plead 
for the support of abuses, but the example of a neighbouring 
nation must surely produce an effect in the cabinet of every 
monarch. Trom neglecting to examine and correct the abuses 
prevailing through length of time in an extensive empire, we have 
ceen a monarch liurled from his throne, the most powerful 
nobility in Europe driven from their castles, and the richest 
liierarchy expelied from their altars. Had the monarch 
seasonably given up some useless privileges, he might sll 





—— “we 


* Locke directed the first of his two immortal treatises against 
the slavish doctrines of this took, whose author he designates in 
“he next section as ‘* the greai champion of absolute power of the 


idol of those who worship it.” We give them joy of their chan: 
man S—N, 
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have worn the crown; had the nobility consentea to re- 
lingwish those feudal privileges, which were desimed only 
for barbarous ages, they might nave retained their tiles 5 ould 
the clergy have submitted to be citizens, they might stl \hewe 
been in possession of weahh and intiuence. “Phe prepes time 
We corcec! any abuse and remedy any grievance, is the wmstart 
they are huown: if neglected, they continue to Increase, tl the 
ruling powers are in fear for their own safety, and) being over- 
awed by the party iuterested in corruption, they can neither 
retreat nor proceed without endangering the commen weal 


Willicm Freud, VW. A. “Peace and Union recommenced,’ &e 


793. 


41. Ifanvy should be so wicked as to have thous hts or enslav- 
mg England, they will endeavour to mate and quell the sto- 
inachs of the common peopie, by reducing them to the misery 

and want which decay of trade, if it ever happens 5, must bring 
upon this nation ; aid they will try to distress the gentry 
their estates to that devree, as to make them sie on the court 
for a livelihood and subsist#ice + for which reason they will 
wink at the loss of our foreign trafiie and pel ‘haps contrive its 
destruction, knowing that on the prosperity of trade, ret 


~ 
sn 


pra 


Its and 
tand have for many years depe nded. Nor ean ill munisters 
desire a better elrcumstance, than to hat e men of the best for- 
iunes reduced by their necessities to come and cringe and sue te 
them fora small employment. Dees not this brmg all inty thei: 
power? Must not such us shall have the distribetion of these 
favours be courted and followed by the ENOL part of the 
gentry? Would not so great a capacity of helping others, add 
tu their strength, make them rich and sate, and im He ‘ed set Laem 
ina raanner above impeachment?— Dr. Charles Darcnant’ 
f ssay ou the Prob ble AMieans of Maki lng the Pit Gainer: 
the Balance of Trede, 1599. 


40, Our own parhaimenis, prelates, nobles, and 
niall ages (especially in times of popery), as well in parliament 
as out, have by seitng force of arms resisted, 


COMMONS, 


. . a. | . 3 o 
sup oressecd thy 
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Gppressions, rape unipiuist violenc: 4, und armies ef their 

} Pibece » i aised re he inal th Cin vet Cy} ‘aD interred then BES 1h 

open battles, taken their PePSOLsS prisoners, and soimettines ex 

pelled, nay, Geposed hii from ther roval authorits, «her 
iby 

I ts 


> OLN ii professed cuemes te thei; ic igs? 


‘ 

hey became iy orn 
coms, to their subjec cts, seeking the ruin, slavery, and Gesela- 
tion of those, whom by ofice, duty, oath, and comunon justice, 
they were bow: id iaviolably to pretect in Uberty and Neace.--- 
bean. Prynne’s Sovereign Power of Particncuts an d Ning. 
alan , l-. a ee 
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DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT. 
_——<— 
Cyaxce ror Reronw :—Mr. Cossert « Canorpate ron Coven- 
rry:—Mr. Hunt vor Preston :—Hivts to tne Evectors oF 


Suppuny, wita A Review OF THE Prergnsions Or Sin Wm. 
Curtis ror LONDON. 





Mr. Brougham calls the dissolution of parliament an event 
io be congratulated, and he is not mistaken. It Is a matter to 
rejoise at, Pabstractedly ; > for if it does not actually enable the 
people to give effect to their wishes by the return of such in- 
dividuals as would honestly represent them, it gives them an 
opportunity of express! ray their wishes: and in some few in- 
stances of cireving them, at least partially, into effect. It 
obliges the tools of the system to confess the necess: ity of the 
reform they oppose, by the dissimetation and falsehood they 
practice to deceive the people. It mubes Canning a professed 
advocate for the rights of the peopie he is at all other periods 
msultiug: and even induces Lord Ca-tlereegh, for the moment, 
to be modest, if not sincere. It is besides fortunate that such 
an event should occur at this momené—when the migutty of 
the pretended representatives of the people is still fresh upon 
their foreheads; and written upon so many of them, tn the 
crimson flood shed on the 10th of August at Manchester. 
There has been no time for a pretended repentance—N0 op- 
portunity of gaining an undeserecd popularity. Septennial 
parliaments have been generally said to aftord sv years for 
sinning, and one for repentance :—but the pee will have 
Ao Opportunity for the dying cant about respect t for inmolated 
liberties, and outraged rights. The members must come fresh 
from the mischief of their deeds, with all the evidences of their 
guilt about them. They will be like felons apprehended in the 
fact, taken with the spoils in their possession, and no want of 
evidence ean befriend them against a ceitain conviction. 

The ministers would net choose to dismiss them at this mo- 
ment, when their tools must be so unpopular; but they have to 
choose of two evils, what they deem the east. T hey may find, 
however, that they have chosen tlie greatest, if the people do 
their duty, in any moderate desree. There is much more dir ty 
work to be performed ; and a parliament that must be dismessed 
at the close of a session, which we believe will be the most 
unpopular ever known, might not choose to run the risk of 
meeting its co ustituents, with any additional odium on its head. 
Had it “been known that the Jate monarch would have passed 
to his great account so early, the decision on the Manchester 
siuaghter had pe obably heen diferent. But there was tbea 
« prospect of frre fone sessions cifscing, in some degree, the 
cdimm attached Ww the screening of such ofenders fiom the 
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operation of the laws. It was imagined the good-natured cre- 
dulity of the country would forget the outrage oflered to its 
humanity, and its good sense ; and in this hope, the ministerial 
measures were passed with as much rapidity, and as little re- 
morse, as they were proposed. Fortune bas thrown the dice 
against them. They have erred in their calculation, and the y 
are about to be dismissed before their expected days are half 
numbered. To delay the dissolution would be only to embarrass 
the measures of thie ‘administration, with an affected c oyness. A 
new parliament ! is wanted, that may vote fearlessly in the 
prospect of a long continuance ; and all the wheels of intrigue 
are now in motiou for the ensuimg election; and we sincerely 
hope the approvers and patrons of the Manchester b loodshed, 
will find the premature account to which they have been 
accidentally called, not very favourable to their future prospects 
of insult and delusion, ‘Not only the open and uoblushing ad- 
vocates of the atrocity ought lo be spurned by their consiiluents, 
but all the sneaking pall: ators. or heartless opponents of the 
ministerial measures, ought to be disiaseasl from. situations 
which impose upon them duties they have not the courage to 
diseharge, Mr. Cobbett has declared himself a cendidate for 
Coventry, and a subscription bas commenced to defray the 
expences of his election, which we sincerely hope may succeed. 
We are not the advocates of that despair, which produces iadif- 
ference, or paralizes exertion, Air. Colsbett says he can do 
something towards the welfare of the country. Let him be 
tried. If should be able to do nothing, we are but in ihe same 
situation, with the advantaces ot Having made another exper 
meant, which must teach us something. It is certain, we shall 

effect nothing, if we make no attempt, But it is not certain 
we shall fail, if we do. This atone should stimulate electors. 
to look for represen! tatives wi.o willaet:; and not to be content 
with the cypher sWho say nothing can be done, because they 
can do nothing, or beeatse they do not choose to attempt any 
thing. Energy, zeal, talent, and perseverance, are the requi- 
sites of useit! representatives. All these Mr. Cobbeit pos- 
sesses in the most eminent degree; and perhaps there is no 
individual who could be returned with a greater chance of 
benefit from his exertions. 

Mr, Cobbett had previcusly proposed, as the friends of 
reform are aware, the subscription of a fund of tive thousand 
pounds, to be placed in his hands, upon his pledge that he 
would devote it to the interest of the common cause. Of this 
sum, near three hundred pounds has been received by Mr. C, and 
various sums collected have not vet been transmitted to him. 
‘Phis fund he now proposes to devote to the necessary expences 
of his return for Coventry, which he estimates will ‘amount to 
about two thousand pound: It is hardlv possible to suppose 
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that such a sum will not be raised, for such a purpose, when 
the number of the friends of reform are considered, and the 
uiagnitude of the object is reflectedon. The Reformers form a 
large proportion, probably a decided majority ot the country : 
and in a certain assembly, styling itself honowrab/e,this immense 


multitude of free-born Englishmen, forming the bases and 


defence of the state, are continually cadumniated and misrepre- 
sented. They cannot get their claims even considered : and 
scarcely a member of the honourable assembly dares to venture 
a supposition, that they may contitutionally venture to complain ! 
An individual of the mest undoudded ta/ent, and perseverance, 
pledges himself to undertake their cause, and assures them of 
his conviction that he is able to render them the most essential 
services, upon certain conditions, In the dilenuna in which the 
country is placed, is it prudent to avoid even the chance of ob- 
taing some desirable result? What is the amount of the money, 
supposing it should produce no goodefect?  Ttis an insult to 
the public, to devote a farthing ef the public moucy to purposes 
for which it is not legally intended. An anmerited pension of 
one hundred per annum, is as great a breach of trust, and forms 
as prominent a ground of complaint, as an unjustifiable grant 
of twenty times the amount. [t is the principle that is bad ; 
and the reply to the suffering million that they had better hold 
their tongues, it was amatter ofne moment, it wis only a farthing 
a piece, isaheartless insultto those whon thereis uorivéé toplun- 
der of that farthing. fu the presen! case, an offer is made to the 
public of a service which is essentiei to be performed, and the 
proposer has an undoubted right to stipulate the conditions 


-) 
, 


upon which he will, er rather can, undertake the duty he thus 
imposes upon himself Wo application is made to a pretended 
legislature to grant the sum from the public purse, whether the 
public consent to it or not. if the reformers think any thing 
should be done, whieh Mr. Cobbett can do, they will enable 
him to do it, by a sacrifice which is as trifling on their part, as 
it is purely optional. Into this question, no personal liking or 
disliking of Mv. Cobbett should enter. It is a matter entirely 
between the friends of reforim and Mr. Cobbett—not between 
Mr. Cobbett, and any individual friend to reform ; and upon 
this principle, the conduct of the reformers will be entirely 
guided. For our paris, we believe a mere attempt on the part 
of Mr. Cobbett wiil be of much service; and we shall be glad 
to contribute our mite to the trial of an experiment which can- 
not be made too soon; namely, whether common sense deliver- 
ed in an intelligible manner, can have any effect upon the 
minds of those who have involved tle country in what appears 
to be irretrievable distress? To obtain a clear understanding 
upen this point weuld be werth much; and if those who op- 
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pose Mr. Cobbett in principle, are not afraid to meet him in 
argument, they should facilitate his e ~~ info the honour- 
able House, to expose the fallacy of his positions, and set the 
question at rest. This magnanimity is s not to be expected from 
their known character; and therefore the reformers are bound 
to enable him to meet them, in defiance of the opposition .of 
his opponents. We shall leave Mr. Cobbett to address himselt 
more particularly to the electors of Coventry, the place he has 
selected for a trial of his strength, or rather the strength of the 
principles of reform, against the mun Hons of the system, and ad. 
dress ourselves to the 1efarmers at larve, to second his personat 
attack upon the entrenchment of corruption which he has to 
conquer. The enemies of the people have cnnpingty rendered 
elections exvensive, that honest, wellonenning mem might be 
deterred from the contest. To make an clection a dispute be- 
tveen riva/ purses, was to exclade all principle. A very cons 
silerable reform would be eflected, if elections were so regu- 
Jated as to cost nothing to the candidates, which might be 
easily effected ; but this would enable houest and well-inform- 
ed men to meet the system at closer quarters tian it likes to en- 
counter them, It is for the reformers, in the present instance, 
to endeavour to meet the friends of “corruption on even terms ; 
and this can only be done by the sub scription recommended to 
them, ‘The progress that may be made in this important: bus:- 
hess, We skail fiom time to time anal ; and conclude at pre- 
sent with the remark of Mr. Cobbeit, that the proverb, ‘ bed- 
ter /ate than never,’ does not apply to this case: for “an hour 
too late, would be: as bed as never. 


Subscriptions are pigeon by Mr. Cobbett, at the office of 
Cobbett’s Evening Post, 269, Strand. 





Mr. Huntr A CANDIDATE FoR PRESTON. 


‘The same reasoning will apply to the nomination of this cea- 
tleman forthe Boreuch of Pieston, in whieh piece the priuct- 
ples of reform have taken a deep root, and where his suceess is 
probable, should he be enabled to mect his opponents on equal 
terms. For this puipose a subscription has been re co mmended 
at P reston, Mane heste r,and other place ces inthe neu: bourkood, 
whieh it is to be hoped will be found adequate try the pPuUrpPGse 
for which It Is infended, Ponsion Sucte ties and ¢ ther cb thes tor 
reform, will probably toke it into consideration whether they 
will not most effectually promote the cause of seform by ap- 
plying a portion of their funds to assist In the promotion of 
these views, Tiwill pre-emincntiv become a borough ia the 
county of Lancaster, to return Mr. blunt to the heaouradle 
house that be may be enab = lo meet his accusers face to 
fc ., We have no a pp sreaeasion for the resuit, 


sae wey teh 
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A FEW HINTS TO ‘THE ELECFORS OF SUDBURY, 


NOT INAPPLICABLE TO Tite KLECTORS OF SOME OTHER PLACES. 





You are taost of you in Uie most undependant seaic of society ; 
for H understand you are in eonvral of the lower orders,” 
aecording to the insolent phrase, which lhe superiors whon you 
keep, bestow upon that clase which is the strength and support of 
the country. It may be believed, that the film has aready fallen 
from your eyes, as in Uhe last parliameot you returaed two indivt- 
duals, in opposition to vour corporation, to defead your rights, 
and to advocate your iuderests. "That the individaals so returaed 
have not done so, is no fault of yours, Whether they were 
incompeteat, or uawilling, to do Uieir duty, reflects no discredit 
upon you. You gave them an opportunity, and you could do no 
more. That you have now an opportunity of endeavouring to 
retrieve your error, and of selecting men who will effectually serve 
you; and you will be infinitely more to blame than your pre- 
sent representatives, if you suffer the opportunity to pass, without 
an endeavour to mond your choice. That you have drawn blanks 
in the political lottery should not discourage you. Try again; 
fortune may befriend you; and you may become the iastruments 
of redeeming your country from the degradation under which 
she labours. Two able, resolute, and perseveriag advocates of 
the people, might reforin the House. Its abuses have not been 
there combatied, or exposed, halfso effectually as they might have 
been. Its corrupiions are vulnerable. But they are not vulnerable 
to the attacks of Messrs. Weygate aud lroadhurst, your present 
representatives, even if they were disposed to altack, which 
does not seem to be the case. Mr. Alderman Heygate, | am in- 
formed, who generally votes with an unmeaning opposition, gave 
his vote to the ministers, on the question of the Maachester busi- 
ness! Do you approve of the bloodvhed tacre? Do you think it 
right 40 sabre men, women, and children, in the cxereise of an 
undoubled right? It is needless to ask you these questions. You 
ure honest Englishmen, and hate cruelly, wader any cloak, and 
worst of all, under lhe cloak ef policy. Do then your duty :—and 
if this representative of yours has vol represented your feelings, tell 
hins so, and send him to seek constituents ice himself! Mr. 
Broadhurst, your other representative, may have some business 
in parliament; but Peanaot divine whatit may be. The public 
never bear of him. He swys nothing: and though it would be 
unfair to argue from this, that he docs nothing; yet it is not 
too much tu say he does nothing tothe purpose. It is neediesa 
to caution you against selling your votes for the paltry bribe 
which iy usually paid to Borougi ciectors. 1 will take it for grant- 
ed, that you despise it. Four or five pounds is the average price 
for which au English voter, who is mean and foolish enough to 
sel? his right, disposes of it to his evemies, to support a system that 
m tikes him pay TEN out of evcry EIGHTEEN pounds he earna in 
VACES!!! Monge tHax mace Youtt WAGES CO TO THE TRE4A- 
BURY, directly, ov inuirectiy. This is what you wish to prevent, 
sod you would thea save iwice as much iv one year, as the white 
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slave-dealers would give you for your votes in seven years. And 
this inay be prevente vd, if you will look round you, and select men 
who dare firht your bal les, and are able to ¢ ombat your eneniles. 
Any little, temporary, and private advantage, ought to be spurned. 
Those who are ab ik i serve you, will not buy you. They will 
do your W ork, if you choose " ‘ailthem ; but they will not stoop ~ 
to flatter, or ce ceive you. Do » your du ty, and you may find re- 
preseniatives to do theirs 


- ~via - | 
PRETENSIONS OF SIR W. CURTIS TO REPRESENT 
THE CITY. 


——--——. 


This celebrated knight of the city is about to solicit 
again the suflrages of the livery, to place him in the House ot 
Commons as their representatcve ! The Courier says, and if truly, 
rather strangely for that paper, that ‘ the friends of Sir Wiicram 
are ofa large and comprehensive description.” This t suppose, is 
founded on the old proverb, that ‘ dike loves like!’—as Sir Wil- 
liam imselfis certainly of a “large and comprehensive descrip- 
fron!” But it mav be qnestionable, in these © lean and haggard 
times,’ —whether thee than of Sir William could be carried, even 
if every “fat citizen,” were lo g ive him aplumper! There was a 
time when the plump, eter ellied, scearlet-faced, sleek-neaded 
fellows, were a numerous, and a formidable race; but now they 
are re¢uced to such a paucily of numbers, that the bench of Al- 
dermen, which nsed to groan under the portly weight of such 


a | 
great men as Sir William 3 is disgr a by a parcel of such lean- 
faced and bare-ribbed fellows, that Falstalf yong have sworn he 
would not warch with them to a ans dinner! ‘Phe opposition 


part of the hench cannot be expected te be oe in flesh; but 
even the ministerial host are as hare as dried herrings. Look at 
Alderman fthins, of blezine reputation. There ts not enough 
fiesh upon his bones. to furnish a hungry radical with a meal. So 
that afl Sir Williana’s friends are not of alerge, AND comprehensive 
description. But perhaps the avd should be or; and then, though 
not vreat, for there ts nothing large about Joba Atkins, late 
Mayor, the phrase might be correct: for his comprehension was 
so comprehensive, thathe comprehended what was not, and what 
was not at ell likely to be. There were 1542 somebedics, 
who signed their name fo a stupid letter of condolence, on 
the late defeat of Sir Wildam. ‘They are cailed upon to form 


an | 


ta rank and iile,and make a glorious muster of simpletons, with, 


and Ww ithout, fat paunches, to carry Sir William triumphantly 
through the ranks of the honest and rational citize ns. to the haven 
r }? y } ‘ 


of his hopes. Fo talk of the fallen idols 7 intellecte would be 
ridiculous. He is aln Host totaliv upaccuainted with his native 
language; and if he had e lipped the K ine’s coin, or maimed any 
of his M: ijesty’s subject s, ashe clips and maims tie ning’s Eng- 
lish, it is certain he would have terminated his career either at the 
Old Bailey, or at Sydney Cove. Politics he bas none :—for he 
never ullered a phrase which could be said to contaia a political 
sentiment. A parrot might be taught all his constitutional apho- 
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-4sms in a fortnight; and to deliver them with as much effect in 
amouth. Of his religion we know nothing, but it may be presumed 
he is of the saving faith, if report does not exaggerate his wealth. 
We do not know that he has been particularly partial to widows: 
but his care of the orphan fund, would shew some partiality 
for the fatherless. To get money, and to keep it, if it can merit 
praise, is truly his. He sees no reason in any thing but what brings 
with it its share of advantage. While Mr. Fox was in opposition, 
he wasa factious jacobin, and Sir William was legally opposed 
to him. When Mr. Fox became minister, Sir William was as 
loyally devoted to his administration; and were Mr. Hunt to be 
minister to-morrow, the cap of this city Giant would be ready foe 
his share of loans and contracts. His social qualities are uni- 
versally acknowledged. That is, he can aftord to put good 
wines upon his table, and sets a good example how to drink 
them. Having accumulated immense wealth by a system which has 
spread general ruin around him, he sits upon his gains, exulting 
in the tempest which has brought ihe wreck within his reach. 
Hie is one of the comparative few, who resemble the inhabitants 
of a dangerous coast. The surges and the recks that swamp or 
bilge the vessels which approach it, are the treasures of the 
nulives; and every tempest that teems with fate to the wretched 
Victims, is tothe inhabitants a blessing. The death-shriek of the 
drowning scamen, is the sweetest music in the ears of the expect- 
ant collectors of the scattered wealth. So has the political storm 
which has overwhelmed ia the waves of mischance the prosperity 
of Britain, been hailed with rapture by those, who like Sir William, 
have been fortunate cuough to pick up a share of the floating 
fraements. All the ignorant, rich, bloated, and selfish citizens, 
are respectfully invited to the standard which has been unfurled 
on his behalf. All who have no political opinions, who are quite 
satisfied with things as they are, however bad, cannot find a bef- 
ter representative; and they should hasten to the committee 
of this ‘* veteran leader, and chief of the loyal and constitutional 
party inthe city?’ The party and the leader, could not be better 
Suiled. They inaich as well as Cog and Marog ; and the caty would 
look as strange without eiiher, os if one of the wooden monsters 
Were removed, and the other left wondering what had become 
of its brother! ‘The separation must not be continued. The 
oid Jigure kead musi be piaced over thestera of the old ship, or she 
will not be known; and that a party should not be known, 


whieh Sir William is qualified to represent, would deprive the world 
of much wholesome and harmless lauchter ! 








a ee ee ee 


THE CASE OF MR. HOBHOUSE, A GROSS ATTACK ON THE 
TRIAL BY JURY, AND THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 








ae a free country never exhibited a circumstance more dis 
r ij utes , i 
ae uv os its statutes, or its people,than the committal to prison of 
rg 9 apes 6 tria/, without even an accuser honest enough 
oe the — he has accused—without being heard, either in 
sefence, or exculpation,—; 7 

; culpation,—and without having any appeal from “ 
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aithors of the iniustice he has received. An excess of candouts 
and honest courage on his part, has only rendered him more 
accessible to the malevolence directed azatust him. Ife a d 
a pamphlet, in which he stated facts as clear as the light of day. 
Of this pamphlet the House of Commons had no right whatever 
to take any jrdicial cognizance. After it had bees published 
soine months, we believe, some meddling member deemed it a 
breach of privilege, as ifthe House of Commons was privileged to 
be corrup! ‘anid a gross hbel, in any person to allude to its 
corruptions. Ail was outery in the honourable house. ‘The auda- 
cious printer was required to give up the more audacious author. 
Mr. H. avowed himseifthe wriler; and, fearful that he would 
jusufy what be had written, he was ordered to Newgate, upon 
what was called his confession of the crime, when he had made only 
an avorwal of the fact! Itis contrary to thewhole tenor of the 
constitution, that any man should be punished upon an accusation, 
without trial; and it is still more outrageous that a person should 
be subjected to punishment, upon the accusation of an interested 
party. The honourable house says, it is libelled; and, having 
said so, it proceeds to puaish the imeginary libeller! The Dey of 
Algiers c annot possess a more unjust, ora more despotic authority. 
Upon this precedent, and quite as justifiably, the ‘Uouse of Com- 
mons May imprison every man in the empire who may chance to 
displease them. They have only cocall out “a libel! alibel!” and 
march off any commoner to prison! The consequences of such a 
power, with a House of Commons in the hands of a minister, 
will shortly be tu send every one ta prison who effends the minis- 
fer! By this means, the two orand bulwarks of the freedom 
of the people, namely, the fricl by jury, and the liberly of 
the press are destroyed ! A mioatster conscious that a jury will 
not listen to the accusation of his oe will, in future, | 
have only to call them before the House Commons! No p 
man can speak of that house, means alludin or ve something whieh | 
t dislikesto bethesutiect of reflection. W hat it daslil: es, becomes 
a libel, by its own vote and the power of pu nishment, without further 
process, commeaces tamediately. Ttisa compliment to the juris- 
prudence of the age, that the House of Commons feels itself obliged 
to protect its imaginary privileges in this mode. ft ts a confes- 
sion, that it dare not trust the juries of the land with the decision 
of the guestion. But if the House of Commons can usurp the 
powers of juries, and dispense with the trial of any man by his 
peers, it becomes an inquis:tion as unjust as that of Rome, and a 
court of mock judicature, in principle not more justifiable than 
the Court of Star Chamber. 

Every legisiative body must have the power of preventing the 
interruption of its proceedings. But how can a pamphlet inter- 
rupt the proceedings of the House of Commons? In this case no 
emergency of action was, or could be pleaded on the part of | 
the house. The pamphlet had been before the public for many 
weeks, and though it had a:ked, ‘ what prevented the people from 
walking into the house, and turoing the members out by the should- 
ers,” yet the people had shevn ao disposition to do so, nor had 
they been alvised to doso. The pretence falsified itself. If the 
House had becu columniated, why did it not instruct the public 
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prosecutor to file an information, The only reason that can be 
given is, that it feared a jury would not deem it calumnuisted ; and 
as it was determined on punishment, it proceeded to punish without 
trial. 

The declaration of the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, 
that the Louse of Commons had a right to do as it pleased in the 
matter, isa practical illustration of the political independence of 
the Judges! By their refusal to interfere, Mr. Hobhouse may 
be incarcerated from the beginning to the end of every session of 
Parliament. The grand advantage of a trial is, that it determines 
the case finally. The offence is ascertained and the punishment 
apportioned to it. The cxpiation made, the reaponsibility 
ceases; but here the responsibility ts endfess. Mr. Hobhouse will 
make no apology, for he disowns the imputed offence. What the 
House of Comi.ons says, he will pay no regard to, for they are the 
parties interested. The pamphiet will be still published; and on 
the assem bling of Partiainent next session, Mr. Wynn, or some 
other connoisseur of Parliamentary privilege, may again move 
that the pamphlet contams a gross libel on the House—that 
John Cam Hobhouse hasacknowledged himself to be the author, 
and that he therefore be committed to Newcate! And the farce 
may proeecd to the end of the system; fur the offence impuled is 
notagainst this Parliament, or that Member of Parliament, bet 
against all Houscs of Commons, until they shall be fuly and 
fairly chosen by the people. 

The laws of the land are repeated, as far as Mr. Hobhouse is 
concerned. The authority of the House of Commons has des- 
troyed their intended benetits to him. He may languish in prison 
for ever, if it please the ministers net to prerogue the parliament, 
and the judges will sot interfere! Surely, the privileges of par- 
liament ought to be better known; and it would not be aiiss to 
enquire how they came to exist. Such privileges can only exist 
from assumption. They could never have been delegated.— 
and how can the House of Commons possess legally what it does 
not possess fromsome legal source. Et matters nol that precedents 
inay be found for the wrong; nor docs the refusal of the judges to in- 
terfere make the wrong, a right. Mr. Hobhouwse has published the 
argument which the Court refused to let him state in person; and 
we have no hesitation in pronouncing that his positions are un. 
auswerable—that he has demonstrated that the Kberties of the 
subject, and the trial by Jury, have been violated in his person ; 
and that he is the victim of an authority which ought to be legally 
resisted by a nation that would retain any portion of legal freedom. 


a 





TO THE EDITOR. 
Sir, 

The metropolis has lately presented a scene, which, to 
the contemplative mind, gives rise to various ideas, connected 
with the situation of our country. [ allude to the subscriptions 
for athe rding a temporary relic{ to the houseless poor. ‘To 
those wito are not bereft of every feeling of compassion for the 
Wants anc! miseries of their fellow-creatures, the spectacle can- 
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rot fail of affording some pleasure, and a stimulus to all who 
have it in their power to contribute their mite towards so bene- 
volent an object. But it is impossible to view these things 
without other emotions arising in the mind, as connected with 
ihe event. The true philanthropist, the real friend of his coun- 
try, in giving his mumble mite towards such an es ty must in- 
voluatarily exclaim, “ What dreadful causes have produced 
such a direful calamity?” Surely some Goardcan from the 
laws of nature, some dreadful event, “ new haiched to the woe. 
ful time,” musi have given rise to ‘the scene | now behold. I 
will attempt to trace the cause of this misery to its source. 
Without blinking the question then, the cause is to be traced 
to the eflects resulting from excessive taxation aad misrule. Ln 
ilustration of this, le tus look at the condition of our country, 
and the situation of the people, with reg ard to domestic com- 
forts, in happier times, ere the pressure of taxation, and the 
devastating ies nce of boroughmonger tyranny had reared its 
frighttul head. J lave just finished readiug Fortescue’s work 
on the Excellence of the Laws of Engla.d, This honest law- 
ver, who was Lord Chancellor in the reign of Henry VL, in 
comparing the laws of England with the then laws of France, 
has cleariy shewn the dre adfui effects resulting from the epera- 
tion of cruel aud i pressive laws, and also to what a miserable 
situation the people are reduced, from excessive wees The 
then condition of Fravce, speaks in such plam, yet forcible, 
language, the present situation of England, that fa am temp ted 
to transcribe it at leneth, Was the w voridiy Chi vagy alive tia 
the present day, and contrasting the preseut state or England, 
as produced hy a long continuance ef misrule, with the chanye 
produced in France, by that dreadful convulsion, the French 
Revolution, the picture he has drawn of France, in ifs most 
important particulars, would have depicted England as It now 
is. After mentioning several oppressive laws, fe th us proceeds 
to describe the state of France :-— Without consideration bad 
of these things, other heavy taxes are assessed yearly “ 
every Village within the hingdom, for the king's service ; net 
ther 13 there ever any intermission or abatement of taxes. Es- 
posed to these and other calamities, the peasants live in great 
hardship and misery. Their constant drink is water; neither 
do they taste throughout the year any other liquor, unless 
upon some e straordinary times, or festival days. ‘Their cloath- 
ing cousists of frocks, or little short jerhins, made of canvass, 
no better than coimmon sackcloth. They do not wear any 
woollens, exc ept of the coarsest sort, and that only in the gar- 
ment under their frocks; nor do they wear any trowsers but 
from the knees upw ards, their Jegs being exposed and naled. 
The women vo Se trefoot, os on holid: IVs. ‘They (lo not 


> 


€at any files, except it be the fat of bacun, aud that in very 
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small quantities, with which they makeasoup. Of other sorts, 
either boiled or roasted, they do not so much as taste, unless it 
be of the inwards and offals of sheep and bullocks, and the 
like, which are Hadi 4 for the use of the gentlefolks, and the 
merchants; fer whom also quails, partridges, hares, and the 


Ihe, are reserved, upon pain ot the gallies. As tor their poul- 
try, the soldiers consume them, so that scarce the eggs, shight 
2 thes are. a indulged them, by way of datnty. And if it 
‘ 4 . ) aa 


Happen — a man is observed to thrive in the world, and be- 
come rich, he is presently asses sed to the king’s tax, propor- 
ionably more than his poorer ne igh hours, whereby he is soon 
ecu to a level with the rest.” 
Such were the eflects produced in France from tyranny and 
misrule, excessive taxation and corrupt influence. He then 
describes the situation of England as compared with that of 
France. Read it, Englishimen! and mourn for the decline ot 
your country’s oreatness. «The king canvot despoil the sub- 
ject, withort making ample satisfaction for the same. He 
cannot by himself or his ministry, ley taxes, subsidies, or any 
Imposition whatever upon the subje ct, he cannot alter the laws, 
or make new ones, without the express consent of the whole 
kingdom in parliament assembled. Every inhabitant is at 
liberty fully te use and enjoy whatever his farm produceth; the 
fruits of the earth, the increase of his flock, and the like, all 
the improvements he makes, whether by his own proper indus- 
try, or of those he retains in lits service, are his own, to use and 
enjoy without the let, interruption, or dewial of any. df he be 
in any wise injured, be shail have his amends aud satisfaction 
against the party offending. Hence it is (observes the anthor) 
the people of England are rich in gold, silver, and all the neces- 
Ssaries and conveniences of life. They drink no water, unless at 
cerlain times, upon a religious score, end by way of doing 
penauce. ‘Fhey are fed in great abundance with all sorts of 
Hesh and fish, of which they have pienty every where: they are 
clothed throughout in zoo woolens, their bedding and other 
turniture in their houses are of wool, and that in creat store; 
they are also well provided with all sorts of Le omanlsaldl goods 
and necessary implements tor hasbendry, venice, one according 
to his rank hath all things which conduce to make life easy and 
happy.” 
While reading the above account of what England once was, 

i will not attempt to describe my feelings. To me it appears 
impossible for any unprejudiced mind not to see clearly, what 
are the causes which have reduced the working classes in 
England to their present condition ; What It is that has pro- 
duced those thousands of mise rable, half-famished beings, in the 
shape of free-born E palishmen, ' who wander about ip search of 
ainiserable pittance, and that tightly take shelter upon the 
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bridves, and outhouses, tll death gives relief, by pulling an end 
to their sufferings. That taxation is the primary cause, must 
be apparent from this, that all attempts to arrest its progress 
have proved abortive. It is true, partial relief has at times 
been afforded, but it has only served to prolong the existence 
of those to whom it has been civen, without enabling then 
to better their condition. Your readers, will uo doubt call 
to mind the famous Meeting for the relief of the poor, 
during the winter season which took place at the City of 
London Tavern, fshortly after England was reduced to a 
peace establishment, the ‘“ transition’” to which, from a 
state of war, was attempted to be imposed upon the public 
as the primary cause of the then distress experienced by the 
working classes. But, thanks to the disinterested patriotism of 
Lord Cochrane who was present at the Meeting, the sinecurists, 
(spiritual and temporal) were completely foiled in the attempt 
to impose so gross a falschvod upon the public. Surrounded 
us his Lordship was, by the above worthies, he held the mirror 
up, into which all might look and see the real cause-~excessive 
taxation. Enormous salaries to sinecurists and placemen—the 
want of Reform. ‘These and many other abuses were trans: 
parent to the view, the very sight of which forced the com- 
mander-in-cliief, with all his staff of bishops, sinecurists, place. 
men and boroughmongers, to a dastardly retreat. 





The stings of conscience ! 
Such are its eficels upon tie mind, 

Upwards of £20,000 was subscribed on this oceasion for 
affording reltefito the distressed, yet the evil has increased; and 
every succeeding winter has presented to our view additional 
numbers, pining mm want of the commen necessaries of lift, and 
filling up the catalogue of human misery. 

Amon the list of subscribers daily advertised in the papers, 
AS SIVING ‘their aid in support of the charity, are to be seen the 
names of several of the bishops ; and in order that the public 
may be able correctly to estimate the feelings ef panne 
that doubtless actuated the bosoms of these reverend ventry, 
subscribing their teu and twenty pounds, [ have subj: sined a ist 
of their several iucomes, the enormous salaries paid to whom, 
not being generally known, it will enable your readers to set 
them down according to their deserts. By this precious docu- 
ment (which 1 believe in some instances to be under-rated), it 
will be seen that the enormous sum of 167,200]. 1s annually 
paid out of the hard earnings of ihe industrious of all classes, 
to support the above worthies , Who, to the mockery of chris- 
tianity, call themselves the disciples and teachers of tie faith, 


as taucht by the humble Jesus who had uot wherewithal to 
lay his head! 
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In the expences of our ecclesiastical etablishment may be 
traced another ‘ feature,” as connected with the present sys- 
ten, which have tended to reduce the working classes to their 
present condition ; for it is in vain to say, that those who are 
not directly taxed, are not materially affected, by the lavish ex- 
penditure of the present system. Mr. Preston has clearly proved 
that every mechanic, whose income amounts to OO]. a year, pays 
FULL HALF in the shape of taxation, which is exacted from 
him in an indirect way upon the common necessaries of life, 
such as bread, beer, soap, candles, wearing apparel, &c. How 
different the condition of Englishmen now, as compared with 
those happier times the Chancellor speaks of, and has doubt- 
less aecurately described. ‘The causes which have produced so . 
material a change must be apparent to the meanest capacity, 
and till those causes ceese to exist, the miseries of the poorer 
classes will never cease to exist; forit is a fact, that notwith- 
staniling the imposition of three millions of fresh taxes during 
the last session of parliament, the revenue 1s still insufficient to 
pay the interest of the boroughmongers’ debt, and provide for 
the expences of the state. More TAXES must be itaposed, 
which will eventually fall still heavier on the Jabourer and me- 
chanic, ‘To this then are the working classes ef England re- 
duced, those who are able to get employment, the wages they 
receive are so low (the necessary consequence of taxation) that 
it is scarcely sufficient to enable themselves and families to exist; 
and should illness attack them, or they be out of work, the 
are reduced to that state of degradation, as to be compelled to 
receive by way of charity among cthers the subscriptions of 
those men, the support of whose luxurious idleness has tended 
to reduce them to their wretched condition. 

The inclemeacy of the season doubtless added to the num. 
ber of those who are compelled to drag on a_ miserable exist— 
ence, half supported by the hand of charity; but the evil is 
not likely to subside when the summer returns; for should the 
be able to subsist till the next winter, the same fate awaits 
them with accumulated sufferings. The winter seasons were 
doubtless as severe, when the Chancellor lived, as they have 
been of late years ; yet we find in his book no mention of Eng- 
lishmen being compelled to sleep in a warehouse upon straw, 
and living on seup, provided by voluntary subscription. No, 
the country was not then overburthened with taxes: the dread- 
ful effects resulting from boroughmengering tyranny was not 


then felt by the people. Enormous salaries to placemen and 
pensioners were not then the order of the day. 


To conjecture from the present state of the country, what 
will eventually be its fate, would be hazardous. This is cer- 
tain, that England is rapidly decaying, and losing her weight in 
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bridges, and outhouses, till death gives relief, by putting an end 
to their sufferings. That taxation ts the primary cause, must 
be apparent from this, that all attempts to arrest ils progress 
have proved abortive, It is true, partial relief has at times 
been afforded, but it has only served to prolong the existence 
of those to whom it has been siven, without enabling then 
to better their condition. Your readers, will uo doubt call 
to mind the famous Meeting for the relief of the poor, 
during the winter season which took place at the City of 
London Tavern, fshortly after England was reduced to a 
peace establishment, the “ transition’ to which, from a 
state of war, was attempted to be imposed upon the public 
as the primary cause of the then distress experienced by the 
working classes. But, thanks to the disinterested patriotism of 
Lord Cochrane who was present at the Meeting, the sinecurists, 

(spiritual and temporal) were completely foiled in the attempt 
to impose so gross a falsehood upon the public. Surrounded 
us his Lordship was, by the above wortlies, he held the mirror 
up, into which all might look and see the real cause-~excessive 

taxation. Enormous salaries to sinecurists and placemen— the 
want of Reform. ‘These and many other abuses were trans- 
parent to the view, the very sight of which forced the com- 
mander-in-cliief, with all his staff of bishops, sinecurists, place. 
men and boroughmongers, to a dastardly retreat. 





The stings of conscience ! 
Such are its eficels upon the mind, 

Upwards of £20,000 was subscribed on this occasion for 
affording reliefto the distressed, yet the evil has increased; and 
every succeeding winter has presented to our view additional 
numbers, pining im want of the commaen necessaries of life, and 
filling up the catalogue of human misery. 

Among the jist of subscribers daily advertised in the papers, 
As giving ‘their aid in support of the charity, are to be seen the 
names of several of the bishops ; and in order that the public 
may be able correctly to estimate the feelings of a. 
that doubtless actuated the bosoms of these reverend reniry, 
subscribing their teu and twenty pounds, [ have subj: pined a list 
of their several i incomes, the enormous salaries paid to whom, 
not being generally known, it will enable your readers to set 
them down according to their deserts. By this precious docu- 
ment (which | believe in some instances to be under-rated), it 
will be seeu that the enormous sum of 167,2001. 1s annually 
paid out of the hard earnings of ihe industrious of all classes, 
to support the above worthies, who, to the mockery of chris- 
tianity, call themselves the disciples and teachers of the daith, 
as taught bv the humble Jesus who had uot wherewithal to 
lay lis head! 
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In the expences of our ecclesiastical etablishment may be 
traced another ‘ feature,” as connected with the present sys- 
ten, which have tended to reduce the working classes to their 
present condition ; for it is in vain to say, that those who are 
not directly taxed, are not materially affected, by the lavish ex- 
penditure of the present system. Mr. Preston has clearly proved 
that every mechanic, whose income amounts to QOI. a year, pays 
FULL HALF in the shape of taxation, which is exacted from 
him in an iadirect way upon the common necessaries of life, 
such as bread, beer, soap, candles, wearing apparel, &c. How 
different the condition of Englishmen now, as compared with 
those happier times the Chancellor speaks of, and has doubt- 
less accurately described. ‘The causes which have produced so 
material a change must be apparent te the meanest capacity, 
and till those causes ceese to exist, the miseries of the poorer 
classes will never cease to exist; forit is a fact, that notwith- 
staniling the imposition of three millions of fresh taxes during 
the last session of parliament, the revenue is still insufficient to 
pay the interest of the boroughmongers’ debt, and provide for 
the expences of the state. More TAXES must be imposed, 
which will eventually fall still heavier on the Jabourer and me- 
chanic. ‘Fo this then are the working classes ef England re- 
duced, those who are able to get employment, the wages they 
receive are so low (the necessary consequence of taxation) that 
it is scarcely sufficient to enable themselves and families to exist; 
and should illness attack them, orthey be out of work, the 
are reduced to that state of degradation, as to be compelled to 
receive by way of charity among cthers the subscriptions of 
those men, the support of wirose luxirious idleness has tended 
to reduce them to their wretched condition. 

The inclemeacy of the season doubtless added to the num. 
ber of those who are compelled to drag on a_ miserable exist- 
ence, half supported by the hand of charity; but the evil is 
not hkely to subside when the summer returns; for should they 
be able to subsist till the next winter, the same fate awaits 
them with accumulated sufferings. The winter seasons were 
doubtless as severe, when the Chancellor lived, as they have 
been of late years ; yet we find in his book no mention of Eng- 
lishmen being compelled to sleep in a warehouse upon straw, 
and living on seup, provided by voluntary subscription. No, 
the country was not then overburthened with taxes: the dread- 
ful effects resulting from boroughmengering tyranny was not 


then felt by the people. Enormous salaries to placemen and 
pensioners were not then the order of the day. 


To conjecture from the present state of the country, what 
will eventually be its fate, would be hazardous. ‘This is cer- 
fain, that England is rapidly decaying, and losing her weight in 
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the scale of nauions. ‘The greatness of many states may be af 
tributed to the talents of those who have held the reigns of em- 
pire; but the arresting from rain and redemption of a de- 


clining state must depend ppon the conduct of the people. If 


they are inhabited bymen, “ who knew their rights, aad know- 
ing, dare malmtain them,’ there ts nought to ear; bul i the 
contrary is the ease with Eugland, then ere long will she be 
reduced to a level with many great uatious, iow presenting 
nought but a heap of ruins; aud be viewed by the tuture  his- 
torian and philosepuer, with sumuar emotions to those wiich 
arise in the mind on beholding the moulderiug ruins of Tyre and 
Palmyra, of Sparta and of Athens ! 
JUV ENIS,. 
seein 


Statement of the present rental of the Laglish Bishopricks :— 


Archbishop of Canterbury. £20,000 | Bishop ef Lincoln - £5,000 
York - 14,000 Salisbury = - 6,000 

Bishop of Durham - 24,000 Norwich — - 4,000 
Winchester 18,000 Carlisle - 3,500) 

Ely - 12,000 St. David's 5,000 

London ‘ 9,000 | Rochester 1,50) 

Bath and Wells 5,000 Mxeter . 8,004 
Chichester 4,000 Peterborough 1,000 
Litchfield and { Bristol - 1,000 

Coventry 6,000 Llandaff - GO.) 

Worcester - 1,00) Gloucester 1,200 

Hereford - 4,000 Chesler - 1,100 

Bangor 5,000 — —— 

St. Asaph  - = 6,000 167,200 

Oxford : 3,000 nosis 








A CALL UPON SCOTCH WOMAN TO REFRAIN FROM THE 
USE OF TAXED ARTICLES. 





(WHUMBLY I‘fTATED AFTER * BURNS.” 





Ye auld Scotch wives, sae crouse and rantie; 
Ye young ones, carefu’ blythe and cantie ; 
Ye lasses, too, come a’, we want ve 

‘Yo aid our views ; 
Or may sma’ talk, and wrinkles haunt ye, 

if you refuse. 


it’s been the custom e’en and morn, 
Since 4’, or marst o° ye were born, 
To drink for tea the leaves o’ thorn 
Black siac and ash 
When plenty does tik hedge adora 
Wad bain vou cash 
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Your coflce’s lane heen mix’d wi’ beans; 


Wi’ bread they use unworthy means: 


Vile drugs and beer, hae lone been friens 
Wi’ ane anither ; 
f wish the mirers and the fiends 
As sib thegither 


Wr wine, and what is wour, wi whisky, 
The life and saul of a’ that’s frisky ; 
With tt fou they maun play some plisky. 
Diel scald theic whussils ; $ 
Vhey rin nue doubt a wee bii riske, 
Frae gaugers tussels. 


There's pepper, mustard, colour’d cheese, 
And snuff, the sort that makes us sneeze, 
Amang them a’ they mix and squeeze 

Some poison strang; 
Auld Nick o’ them will make a bleeze 

For’t, or its lang. 


There’s scarcely ought that pays a tax, 
Meat, drink, the claes upon our hacks, 
But what’s been proved by recent facts 
To be vile stulf; 
To leave them off, they'll no be lax 
Who've had enough. 


I’m thinking half our cramps and cleeks, 
Are mair frae thae than drunken freaks ; 
in proof of which I own for weeks 

Vin fresh mysel, 
And how I then doff coat and breeks, 

I canna tell. 


But this 1 ken, that when I’m so, 
The whisky’s guid; not poison siow, 
Like most ye get, where ’er you go 
‘To, now a days; 
Yet though it cost me muckle woe, 
I'll mend my ways. 


Tis this of you 'm now beseeching, 
‘Commanding some, and others fleeching, 
That by examples mode of teaching, 

You'll hence abstain, 
Frae a’ sic trash—if so, my preaching 

Will act be vain. 


Just cast your eye your friens amang ; is’t 

Him wha lives always best, lives langest : ? 

Or looks the best ? Or crows the strangest : > 
Or is he not 

Of temperate meals, and work the thrangest ? 
The manly Scot! 
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Besn or what's cai’d aa health and purse, 
Youll help to end omr nations curse 5 
‘Lhe taxes ministers disburse 

To ane another, 
To pension’d placemen, pimp, or nurse, 

Or needy brither. 


if ye our burihens now deplore, 
And “ gund auld tines” wad see once More ; 
i know you “ one and a’ "implore 
‘To aid our views, 
Or ill betide your cupboard store, 
if ye "reft use. 
Feb. 5, 1820, Londen. T 


———— — 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 








Hampden of Portsmouth came safe to hand. 


The communication alluded to by W. T. did not reach the Editor, 
or it would have appeared. 


Received—A Reformer in the Stafferdshirc Polteries—a Briton. 
C and T.R. of Yorkshire. 


Mr. Sarcrwin.—The readers of the Dwarf will remember the 
charge advanced by this gentleman (and the language in’ which it 
was made) of having wilfully detained certain papers eye 
for him, by Mr. William Clark, from New York. Mr. Clark i 
now in England, and the following letter from him, will put the 
matter in an authentic point of view. 

Feb. 8, 1820. 

Dear Sir, : 
The manuscripts of Mr. Paine, enclosed in a parcei 
of papers and communications for yourself, have boen the cause of 
much unpleasant discussien between you and Mr. Sherwin, in 
consequence of my neglect in not speciiying for whom they were 
intended. That you are exonerated from any blame in detaining 
them, Lam convinced. Mr. Sherwin, believed, on the authority of 
my letter to him, that you had the manuscripts in your posses- 
ston; and trom thence arose his complaint against you, for not 
forwarding them ; and you were, on the other hand, justified in 
their detention; as I had, through inadvertence, not directed 
them to him. When, on their delivery to him the other morning, 
i explained the cause of your conduct, and shewed him the letter 
in which I thought I had inserted his name, but which was omit- 
ted, he seemed satisfied you were not in the least blameable. Trust- 
ing that this will be sufficient to clear you from any imputation, 
and that Mr. Sherwin and you will forget your past dissentions, 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your's in friendship, 
Mr. T. J. Wooten. Wa. Crag, 
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